REPORT 



FROM THE 



SELECT COMMITTEE 



ON THE 

LINEN TRADE 



IRELAND. 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

6 June 1825. 



4 * 1 . 



A 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



THE REPORT - - - * - ------ p. 3 

APPENDIX - - - - P-6 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



REPORT. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to consider the Laws 
which regulate the Linen Trade of Ireland , particularly 
such as relate to Foreign Linen Yarn and Foreign dressed Flax, 
and to report their opinion and observations thereupon from time 

to time to the House ; Have considered the matters referred 

to them, and agreed to the following R E PORT : 

1. Resolved , 

THHAT it is the opinion of this Committee, That Ireland has 
claims undoubtedly strong upon the Parliament of the United 
Kingdom, for every aid and encouragement necessary to the main- 
tenance and support of the Linen Manufacture, at least to the extent 
of the Annual Parliamentary Grant made and confirmed under circum- 
stances detailed in a document in the Appendix, numbered 1. 

2. Resolved , That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the 
Laws which relate to this important branch of the public industry 
of Ireland require revision and amendment, and many of them that 
were wise and necessary at the time of their enactment, and under 
which the Manufacture in its origin throve, would, if now enforced, 
produce much inconvenience, if not a serious injury, in many particu- 
lars, to the interests of the Manufacture, and such Laws ought there- 
fore to be repealed. 

3. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That, 
proceeding in the consideration of those Laws according to the order 
in which they affect the Manufacture, it appears to this Committee, 
that it would not be expedient to alter the system of the inspection of 
Flax-seed previous to the 1st of July 1 826', before which time the 
policy of continuing that inspection may be further investigated. 

4. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That Irish 
Flax would be in very extensive and increased demand for exportation 
for the use of the British manufacturers of Mill-spun Lfoen Yarn, if 
brought to market in a clean regular made-up state, and would thus 
be equally applicable to and sought for by those manufacturers, and 
answer all the purposes of their manufacture, as any Foreign FL\ 
whatsoever; hut they supply themselves to a comparatively small 

‘ill. extent 
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extent with Irish Flax, in consequence of the dirty imperfect state in 
which it is offered for sale, to the injury of the growers and vendors of 
the article, to the amount of from twenty-five to thirty per cent on the 
value. 

5. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That it is 
therefore expedient to provide, that Flax fraudulently made up for sale 
in public market shall be punishable by small fines, recoverable before 
a Magistrate on the complaint of a purchaser : — And it is further the 
opinion of this Committee, That the attention of the Linen Board ought 
to be very particularly directed to the best practice of making up Flax 
for sale, to the most effectual method of giving publicity to that system, 
and of encouraging the dealers in Flax to adopt it. 

6. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the fur- 
ther advancement, prosperity and success, of the Linen Manufacture in 
Ireland will very much depend upon bringing into general use the 
improved description of Scutch-mill for dressing Flax, and upon 
establishing mill-machinery for spinning Linen Yarn, which will not, in 
the opinion of this Committee, interfere with the interests of the spinner 
of hand-spun Yarn, as both mill and hand-spun Yarn are required, 
and in great demand, for different parts of the manufacture of Linen. 

7. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That it is 
expedient that Irish Yarn, exposed for sale in public market, be sub- 
jected to regulations respecting length and count, and equal quality ; such 
regulations to be enforced (not as at present, by the forfeiture of the 
Yarn,) but by small fines, recoverable before a Magistrate. 

8. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That it is 
expedient to exempt Foreign and British Yarn, imported into Ireland, 
from any regulation, or by any inspection of any public Officer. 

y. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That all 
Brown Linen exposed to sale in a public market, shall be subject to 
the present legislative regulations in respect to the lengths, breadths, 
measurement, sealing and inspection of said Linens ; such regulations 
to be enforced by small fines, recoverable before a Magistrate ; but 
neither Irish Yarn or Brown Linen Cloth shall be subject to any legis- 
lative rule or restriction, unless when brought to public fair or market 
for sale. 

10. Resolved , That it is the opinion of this Committee, That a 
Fund being provided for the encouragement and advancement of the 
Linen Manufacture of Ireland, and legislative enactments for the 
regulation of that Manufacture being necessary, together with Officers 
appointed, responsible for the execution thereof, some superintending 
authority is required to make due application of such Fund, to control 
the conduct of such Officers, to receive and decide upon the claims 

of 
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of those taking interest in promoting the Manufacture, and in hearing 
and redressing the complaints of parties concerned in or connected with 
the Trade. 

11. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the 
distribution of the small utensils, consisting of wheels and reels, here- 
tofore placed at the individual disposal of the Members of the Linen 
Board, may be discontinued for the future without any injury to the 
Linen Trade. 

12. Resolved , That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the 
Linen Trade having acquired a degree of advancement in the North 
of Ireland highly beneficial to the industry, wealth and moral habits of 
the people, a most zealous attention ought to be exerted for the pur- 
pose of extending that Trade into the other parts of Ireland. 

13. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the 
rooms, buildings and premises in the Linen and Yarn Halls of Dublin 
ought to be let for any term not exceeding seven years, to the factors 
and others engaged in the Linen and Yarn Trade of Ireland, or to 
persons concerned in any other of the Manufactures of Ireland, for 
their accommodation, and for the storing the produce of these Manu- 
factures. 

14. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the 
Chairman do report these Resolutions to the House ; and move for 
leave to bring in a Bill grounded thereon. 

6th June 1825. 



411. 
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APPENDIX. 



AN ACCOUNT of the Origin and Particulars of the Annual Parliamentary Grant, for 
the Maintenance of the Linen and Hempen Manufactures of Ireland. 



T HE Public Establishments of Ireland accustomed to receive aid from Parliament, 
are in the habit of annually presenting to the Government of the Country, at the 
close of every year, an Account of the particulars of their intended Expenditure for the 
year to come, with a view to found upon the expediency of them, their Claim to a suitable 
Grant, but the Trustees of the Linen Manufacture ask, and receive, one fixed Sum, upon 
an Estimate, which they annually furnish, in the following form : 

“ Estimate of the Expense of the Trustees of the Linen and Hempen Manv- 
“ FACTURES of IRELAND, for the year to end the 5 tk of January. 

Irish. British. 

£.21,600 that is £.19,938 9 2 1 

This is the Sum, and with the exception of the British Money, introduced since the 
Union of the Legislatures, the Form too, of the annual Estimate. 

Before the particulars of this sum shall become the subject of inquiry, it were well to 
give, by way of Preface, the following Extract from a Paper, prepared and presented 
to the Trustees,* by the Right Honourable John Foster, now Lord Oriel, because it 
will show the origin of our Linen Manufacture, and the kind of inter-national Compact, 
that was formerly made in its favour, between the separate Legislatures of Great Britain 
and Ireland. 



“ Itwasfirst planted here by f Lord STRAFFORDE,inthe reign of Charles the First, whose 
endeavours to establish it were afterwards well supported by the Duke of Ormonde; but 
it had not gained much ground at the time of the Revolution, the Woollen being the 
true and natural Staple of the Irish, their climate and extensive sheep-grounds ensuring to 
them a steady and cheap supply of the raw material, much beyond their home-consumption : 
and it appears from the preamble to the English Statute of 10 and 11 Wm. III. chap. 10, 
that they were at the time possessed of a J profitable Export of it. 

“ This Export was supposed to interfere, and very probably did, with the Export from 
Britain; and a plan was in consequence undertaken there, to annihilate the Woollen 
Trade of Ireland, and to confine us to the Linen Manufacture in its place. 

“ Accordingly, an Act was passed in England, 1696, § (7 & 8 of Will. cap. 39,) for 
inviting Foreign Protestants to settle in Ireland, as the preamble recites, and, with that 
view, enacting, that the import of all sorts of Hemp and Flax, and all the productions 
thereof, should from thenceforth be admitted Duty-free from Ireland into England ; giving 
a preference, by that exemption from Duty, to the Linen Manufacture of Ireland, over 
the Foreign, estimated at the time, as a Report of the Irish House of Commons, on the 
nth of February 1774, states, to be equal to 25 per Cent. 

“ This happened in 1 696, and in pursuance of the foregoing plan, both Houses of the 
English Parliament addressed King William, on the 9th of June, 1698. 

“ The Lords stated in their Address, ‘ that the growing Manufacture of Cloth in Ireland, 
‘ both by the cheapness of all sorts of necessaries of life, and the goodness of materials for 
‘ making all manner of Cloth, doth invite your subjects of England, with their families and 
‘ servants, to leave their habitations to settle there, to the increase of the Woollen Manu- 
‘ facture in Ireland, which makes your loyal subjects in this Kingdom very apprehensive, 

* that the further growth of it may greatly prejudice the said Manufacture here; by which 

* the Trade of this Nation, and the value of Lands, will greatly decrease, and the number 

* of your people be much lessened here ; wherefore, we humbly beseech your most sacred 

* Vi Id. Their Printed Proceedings, 1814, p. 194. I Brit. Statutes, Vol. IV. p. 9. 

t Viil. His Letters and Dispatches as the Lord § Brit. Statutes, Vol. III. p. 637. 

Deputy of Ireland, 1633 to 1636. 

411. * Majesty, 
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‘ Majesty, that your Majesty would be pleased, in the most public and effectual way that 

< m ay be, to declare to all your subjects of Ireland, that the growth and increase of the 
i Woollen Manufacture there hath long, and will be ever looked upon with great jealousy 
‘ by all your subjects of this Kingdom, and if not timely remedied, may occasion very strict 
‘ Laws totally to prohibit and suppress the same; and, on the other hand, if they turn their 
‘ industry and skill to the settling and improving the Linen Manufacture, for which, gene* 

‘ rally, the Lands are very proper, they shall receive all the countenance, favour, and protection 

• from your Royal Influence, for the encouragement and promotion of the Linen Manufacture, 

‘ to all the advantage and profit they can be capable of.' 

‘ The Commons stated their sentiments, at the same time, in the following terms : 

• We, * your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons in Parliament 
‘ assembled, being very sensible that the wealth and power of this Kingdom do, in a great 
1 measure, depend on the preservation of the Woollen Manufacture, as much as possible, 

‘ entire to this Realm, think it becomes us, like our Ancestors, to be jealous of the 
i Increase, and Establishment of it elsewhere, and to use our utmost endeavours to prevent 

• it. And, therefore, we cannot without trouble observe, that Ireland, which is depen- 
' dant on, and protected by England, in the enjoyment of all they have, and which is 
‘ so proper for the Linen Manufacture, the Establishment and Growth of which there, 

‘ would be so enriching to themselves, and so profitable to England, should of late apply 
‘ itself to the Woollen Manufacture, to the great prejudice of the trade of this Kingdom, 

• and so unwillingly promote the Linen Trade, which would benefit both themselves and 
‘ us ; the consequence whereof will necessitate your Parliament of England to interpose 

* to prevent the mischief that threatens us, unless your Majesty, by your authority and 
‘ great wisdom, shall find means to secure the trade of England, by making your 
1 subjects of Ireland to pursue the joint Interests of both Kingdoms. And we do most 
s humbly implore your Majesty’s protection and favour in this matter, that you will make 
( it your royal care, and enjoin all those you employ in Ireland, to make it their care, 

* and use their utmost diligence to hinder the Exportation of Wool from Ireland, except 
‘ to be imported hither, ana for discouraging the Woollen Manufacture, and encouraging 
‘ the Linen Manufacture of Ireland, to which we shall always be ready to give our utmost 
1 assistance.’ 

“ His Majesty thus replied to the Commons : + ‘ I shall do all that in me lies to dis- 
‘ courage the Woollen Manufacture in Ireland, and encourage the Linen Manufacture there, 

1 and to promote the Trade of England.’ 

“ Stronger declarations could not well be made than in these Addresses and Answers, 
that if the Irish would come into the Compact of giving up their then great staple of 
Woollens in England, and cultivating the Linens in lieu thereof, they should receive ‘ all 
‘ the countenance, favour and protection, for the encouragement and promotion of their Linen 
‘ Manufacture to all the advantages their Kingdom was capable of:’ that, the Commons would 
always be ready to give their utmost assistance, and his Majesty would do all that in him 
lay ‘ to encourage the Linen Manufacture there,’ and they had the effect of inducing the 
Parliament of Ireland to accede, as will appear from what follows : 

“ The Lord Justices of Ireland say, in their Speech to the Irish Parliament, the 27th 
of September, 1698,+ * Amongst those Bills, there is one for the encouragement of the 
‘ Linen and Hempen Manufactures. At our first Meeting we recommended to you that 
‘ matter, and we have now endeavoured to render that Bill practicable and useful for that 
1 effect, and as such we now recommend it to you. The settlement of this Manufacture 
‘ will contribute much to people the country, and will be found much more advantageous 

< to this Kingdom than the Woollen Manufacture ; which, being the settled Staple Trade 
‘ of England, can never be encouraged here, for that purpose ; whereas the Linen and 
1 Hempen Manufactures will not only be encouraged as consistent with the Trade of England, 
‘ but will render the Trade of this Kingdom both useful and necessary to England.’ 

“ The Commons replied, § ‘ We pray leave to assure your Excellencies, that we shall 

* heartily endeavour to establish a Linen and Hempen Manufacture here, and to render the 

• same useful to England, as well as advantageous to this Kingdom ; and we hope to find 

* such a temperament in respect to the Woollen Trade here, that the same may not be 

* injurious to England.’ 

“ In pursuance of this answer, they evinced that temperament most effectually, by 
passing an Act || for laying prohibitory Duties on the Export of their own Woollen 
Manufacture, — thus accepting the National Compact, and fully performing their part 
of the agreement, and by that performance giving an incontrovertible claim to Ireland 
upon England, and consequently upon Great Britain, for a perpetual encouragement of the 
Linen Manufacture 1 to all the advantage and profit that Ireland should at any time be 
‘ capable of.' 

“ It is to be observed, that so anxious was England for confirming and enforcing this 
ratification given by Ireland, that their Parliament soon after passed a Law affecting to 
enact what subsequent times have shown it was incompetent to, which we therefore here 
mention, merely to point out the stress which England laid on the sacrifice made by- 
Ireland, of its great and natural Staple Trade, in exchange for a new Staple, resting on a 
Material, not the natural growth of the Country, and the establishment of which was but 
in its infancy, though nurtured for near sixty years by the Government of the Kingdom. 

• English Com. Jour. Vol. XII. p. 338. § lb. p. 243. 

t English Com. Jour. Vol. XII. p. 339- II Irish Statutes, 10th Will. III. Cap. 3, Vol. 

I Irish Com. Jour. Vol. II. p. 241. III. p. 47 3> 

The 
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The Act we refer to is the 10 and 11 William III. cap. 10, which recites, ‘ that Wool and 

* the Woollen Manufacture of Cloth, Serge, Bays, Kerseys, and other Stuffs, made or 
1 mixed with Wool, are the greatest and most profitable Commodities of the Kingdom, on 

* which the value of Lands and the Trade of the Nation do chiefly depend ; that great 
‘ quantities of the like Manufactures have, of late, been made, and are daily increasing in 
‘ the Kingdom of Ireland, and in the English Plantations in America, and are exported 

* from thence to Foreign Markets, heretofore supplied from England: all which inevitably 
1 tends, to injure the value of Lands, and to ruin the Trade and the Woollen Manufacture 
‘ of the Realm, and that, for the prevention thereof, the Export of Wool, and of the 
‘ Woollen Manufacture, from Ireland, be prohibited, under the forfeiture of Goods and 
1 Ship, and a penalty of 500 1. for every such offence.’ 

“ [t is to be further observed, that the Irish were at the time of, and for two years 
previous to, this Compact, in full possession, as already stated, of a preference for their 
Linens over Foreign in the British Markets, to the amount of 25 per Cent; and we may 
add further, of a preference offered to British Merchants and Capitalists to export the 
Irish Linens, rather than Foreign, by part of these Duties being retained. on the export of 
the Foreign, and not drawn back ; and as far as we understand the Acts upon the subject, 
we think we may confidently assert, that though this preference, from time to time, has 
varied both in quantity and in the mode, yet its principle has never ceased to exist ; and 
from the time this Nation exchanged its Staple Trade of Woollen, for the assurance of 
‘ every favour and protection which its Linen Manufacture should be capable of receiving’ 
the Linen's of Foreign Countries have never been exportable from Great Britain, without a 
charge of Duty upon them.” 



Without further adverting to the Parliamentary arrangements that were made between 
Great Britain and Ireland, for the support of our Linen Manufacture, about which 
abundant details will be found in the * History of both Countries, it is enough to say, that 
in observance of them, the Lord Lieutenant of this Country was always accustomed at the 
opening of every Session of the Parliament of Ireland, to recommend it to the attention of 
both Houses in the + Speech from the Throne. 

“ All these circumstances necessarily led to the Linen Manufacture of Ireland being an 
object of Parliamentary support. The Grant that was made for its uses consisted, for many 
years, of four sums, which were annually voted in the following words : 

1 . A Sum of 7,250 /. for one year “ to encourage the growth of Flax in 

“ this Kingdom” - - £ 7,250 

2. A further sum of 10,350/. for one year, to be applied by the Trus- 

“ tees in such manner, as shall appear to them to be most 
“ conducive to promote and encourage the Linen and Hempen 
“ Manufactures,^ said Sum to be in the place, and stead of a like Sum, 

“ paid to them out of the produce of the Duties on Tea and Coffee” - 10,350 

3. A further sum of 2,000 1. for one year, “ to encourage the raising suffi- 

“ dent quantities of Hemp and Flax in this Kingdom” - 2,000 - - 

4. A further Sum of 2,000 1. for one year, “ for the encouragement of 

“ the Hempen and Flaxen Manufactures in the Provinces of 
“ Leinster, Munster, and Connaught” - 2,000 - - 



£21,600 — - 



“ That these four Grants are of long standing, will appear from the following J history 
of them : 



1. — “ In the year 1709, before the establishment of the § Linen Board of Ireland, 
an Act was passed, 8th of Queen Anne, Cap. 12, || by which it was thus declared and 
enacted : — * Forasmuch as several Acts of Parliament made in this Kingdom, especially 
‘ an Act made in the 6th year of her present Majesty’s reign, intituled, “An Act for the 

* encouragement and improvement of the Hempen and Flaxen Manufactures,” have been 

* found, by experience, not to have fully and effectually answered the purposes for which 
‘ they were intended, and that particularly because no mention is made, nor encourage- 
‘ ment given, for Flaxseed to be imported, which, if granted, would greatly conduce to 



* English Jour. Lords and Com. 1696 to 1698, 
Vols. XI. XII. and Irish Com. Jour. 1774, Vol. IX. 
App. cclxxxvii. 

+ The Speech addressed from the Throne, to the 
last meeting of that Parliament, contained these 
words: — “ I recommend to your usual attention the 
“ Agriculture, the Manufactures, and particularly 
“ the Linen Manufacture of Ireland.” — (1800, Vol. 
XIX. p. 12.) Although siuce the Union, the 
Linen Manufacture has not been noticed in any 



Speech from the Throne, the same annual Grant 
has been made for its support, that was given by 
the Parliament of Ireland. 

I Vid. Printed Proceedings of the Linen Board, 
Vol. 1823, App. p. 5. 

§ The Linen Board was established on the 
loth of October, 1711, in the Government of 
James, Duke of Ormonde. 

H Irish Stat. Vol. IV. p. 240. 
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‘ that 1?' Une :' Manufaot ' i >'< ! » f th “ Kingdom, Be it therefore Enacted, &c. 

* 5 ‘“P™ 1 ' or oa f e t0 ba imported, into this Kingdom, any good 

■ Oomtrv shS ’ °f he gr °n th f ?“ sia > Ge "“ a “y. ‘he Nethfriands, or last 
Ooontry shall receive, for every hogshead of such Flaxseed, a premium of Five Shil- 
W In the year 1779-, 780, a further Act was passed, !q SoG." Cal ,," 

^KtedorntL^to^eof ' !0hM S and .., e " a<: ' ed; ‘ Whereas Flaxseed raised in Sis 
, ft ? - j , t0 be of as S ood quality as any imported, and sufficient Quantities 

, R„“„,lv, e Trt V ,ha ‘°f wm P romole d ml not discouraged bu 

■ Foreign Flaxseed-, and whereas the annual average amount 

, apl> “ rS *° l,aTe been the «™ of 7, rfo 1 . be it 

enacted, See. that no Bounty shall henceforth be paid on account of any Flaxseed or 

to ** — * »*• 

In . fl"' yo? r J 7 1 9. an Act was passed, 6th Geo. I. Cap. a, Sec. 7 + by which an 
additional Duty of one shilling was laid upon every pound weight of Tel and' Ihree-penee 

aKbvT/st'hT 0 , n C f“b a ° e0la ‘ t ’ and Cocoa-Nuts, imported into Ireland 

and by the 8th Section of said Act, it was enacted, that these ■ additional Duties and all 
money turning therefrom, should be paid to the Trustees appointed for the management 
; of the Hempen and Flaxen Manufactures of this Kingdom', to be by them applied ™ 

Aaafn “indi “ d '“T' 1 S' S y' d M ? nu f actures . and the Trade thereof,' in this Kingdom.' 
Again, in the year 1780— By the 19th and 201I1 Geo. III. Cap. 33, Sec. 7, it was enacted 
that there should be levied, and paid, a duty of sixpence a Gallon, for and upon every 

' S bl°rah toSrT 0 '! 1 ” 11 '? 1 '!? ' nt0 , ,reland ’ alld ‘ tba ‘ all money arising thereby should 
be paid to the Trustees, to he by them expended in further encoitraginw the raising of 
Flaxseed or Hempseed m this Kingdom.’ The produce of these Dutrns has eonSed 
Tel yr# nl ‘ e n d 1° th ° Uses ° f the Trustee8 ’ witb the exception of the Duties upon 
. { “ whl 'i T re com ‘i b y fhe following Acts, for the sums here stated. V 

the year 1767 an Act was passed, 7th Geo. III. Cap. e, Sec. 2,,? by which it was 
enacted that so much at the yearly produce of the said Duties arising upon Teas 
, ?. s s 5, a " amnnnt to the sum of 10,000 1 . yearly, shall, in the first placf, be paid to 
, t,e c P |‘2 S 0f . ,be H em Pon and Linen Manufactures in this Kingdom, S so 
, ,° r th f rU t d t,‘v ( tbe ptoduce of said Duty as shall amount to the sum of 

b3 . ' y e “Iy. stall be placed to the account of the King’s hereditaru revenue.' The 
remainder of the produce was by said Act directed to go towards dkcharlg the 

of this “sum a^Ta ft 10 D ' b ' '"'“A Tbe 2 “ D n‘ ia8 *«* afterwards difcharged 
ot this sum, and a 1,1™ sum was created a charge by the ai, 22 Geo. III. Can 1 
Sec. 2b § upon the General Revenues of the Country, for the use of the Trustees P < to’ 

Se Pr °,T N b 16 5ald ^T f l C tUre8 ’’ In lbe y aa8 1788, under the 28th Geo. III. Cap 7 

Nation ’ol AS ?h ’ f 31 ‘ »“«“ <*a«4 by this Act upon the £&& 

atiou of Coffee, the sum of 350/. shall be paid to the Trustees, to be by them applied to 
encourage and support the said Manufacture and the Trade thereof in tinTSdo^’ 
These two sums make together the Sum of .o, 35 oL already stated ; and here if Ko be 
hKbyth.se «»,££ R "' nU ' S “ f lh ' C ° Unt '>' ^ BaiMd ’ » ba < ‘ ba Trustees 



* Irish Stat. Vol. IX. p. 636. 
t lb. Vol. IV. p. 505. 

I lb. Vol. IX. p. 501. 



$ lb. Vol. XII. p. n. 

II lb. Vol. XIV. p . 543. 



Matiufecturef ““ “ P ° n “ “™" d ' !r ' » f that J“ WW* 



Tea :—Take the three years, preceding the period of commuting the Duty 0 
Urant or £. 10,00© a year. 



1 this article, for ; 



Years ended 
«5tfc March 

1764 

1765 

1766 



lYeig/it of Tja 
Imported, 
lbs. 

204,891 

23^.908 

297.988 



Produce of Duty 
tit is. per lb. ’ 
Weight. 

£. 1 0,244 > 1 - 

- 1 1,845 8 - 

- >4.899 



The progressive increase in the produce of this Duty may be collected, by looking to the amount of 
it, lor the last three years. 



Year* ended 
frth January 

1820 

1821 

1822 



Weight if Tea 
Imported, 
tbs. 

3,238,498 
3, 150,158 
3.493.960 • 

c 



Produce <f Duty 
at is. per lb. 
Weight. 

£. 161,924 18 - 
>57,507 18 - 
174,698 - - 
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3. “ In the year 1723, an Act was passed, 10 Geo. I. Cap. 1, Sec. 13, * whereby the 
sum of 2,000 l. was granted to the Trustees, ‘ to encourage the raising of sufficient quan- 
‘ tities of Hemp and Flax in this Kingdom.’ 

4. “ And, lastly, in the year 1733, an Act was passed, 7th Geo. II. Cap. 1, Sec. 9, + 
whereby a further sum of 2,000 /. was granted to the Trustees, ‘ for the further encourage- 
‘ ment of the Flaxen and Hempen Manufactures in the Provinces of Leinster, Munster, 

‘ and Connaught.’ 

“ Thus it appears, that this sum of 21,600 /. is partly composed — of a sum granted in 
lieu of Bounties formerly paid out of the general Revenues of the Country — of two sums 
given in exchange for Duties, appropriated to the uses of the trade, the produce of which 
has since reverted to the Crown— and of two Grants made for the extension of the Trade, 
particularly in the Provinces of Leinster, Munster, and Connaught, all of which took 
place in the successive reigns of Queen Anne, and of their Majesties Geo. I. and Geo. II. 
and it further appears, that neither throughout the whole of the reign of His Majesty 
Geo. III. the longest in the annals of the British Monarchy, nor since the accession of 
His Majesty Geo. IV. has any addition been made to this annual Grant, for the maintenance 
of the Staple Manufacture of Ireland. 

“ The Parliament of the United Kingdom continued this Grant of 21,600/. appropriated 
in manner and terms above stated, down to the year 1807, in which year they granted the 
same sum generally, that is, without the usual appropriations, as will appear by reference 
to the 47th Geo. III. Cap. 76, Sec. 23, whereby it is enacted, ‘ that out of all or any the 
‘ aids or supplies aforesaid, there shall and may be issued, and applied, any sum or sums 
* of money, not exceeding Twenty-one Thousand and Six Hundred Pounds, Irish currency, 

< to be paid to the Trustees of the Linen and Hempen Manufactures in Ireland, for one 
‘ year ending the 5th day of January, One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seven, to be 
‘ by the said' Trustees applied in such manner as shall appear to them to be most conducive 

< to promote and encourage the said Manufactures.’ This sum has been annually granted 
since, in the same general terms.” 

* Irish Stat Vol. V. p. 80. + lb. Vol. VI. p. 4. 



Coffee : — Take, in like manner, the three years preceding the period of commuting the Duty o 
this article, for a Grant of £.350 a year. 

Produce of Duty 
at 3 d. per lb. 



25th March 

1785 

1786 

1787 



Coffee Imported. 



‘Curts. 91-3. i 
64 O 14 - 
- 288 O 14 - 



Weight. 

£. 89 15 6 
403 7 6 
143 12 6 



*Tkese were the denominations of the quantity of Coffee in these years. — It is now entered in lbs. weight- 
The progressive increase of the produce of this Duty, may, in like manner, be collected from looking 
to the amount of it for the last three years. 



Yean ended 
$th January 



Weight of Coffee 
Imported, 
lbs. 

44U999 

234,265 

243,425 



Produce cf Duty 
at 3 d. per lb. 
Weight. 

£•5,524 19 9 
2,928 6 3 
3,042 16 3 



Chocolate, Cocoa-nuts, and Linseed-oil: 



The only Duties t that remain to the uses of the Trade, from the Acts above stated, or any other 
Acts, are those upon Chocolate, Cocoa Nuts, and Linseed Oil, after deducting thereout the 
Hereditary Duty, (see 54 Geo. III. Cap. 129, Sec. 18.) The Hereditary Duties are, viz. : 
Linseed Oil, 3 1. the Tun ; Chocolate, 3 d. the lb. ; and Cocoa Nuts, 1 f d. the lb. — ( Hautenyille's 
Digest of Customs, 1821, p. 53.) Of these Duties, the Cocoa Nuts alone were productive in 
the last three years, their net Produce was as follows : — 

Years ended 5th January, 1820 - £.269 to 4 

5th January, 1821 - - - 336 15 7 

5th January, 1822 - - - 477 6 9 



Average £ 



1,083 12 8 

£.361 4 2 



+ Other Duties were appropriated at different times to the Linen Manufacture, viz. sixpence a Hide 
upon raw anti untanned Hides exported from Ireland, 3fC. but they have either expired without commu- 
tation, or have so long ceased to be productive, as to be no longer noticed in any Revenue-Return. 
[From the Proceedings of the Linen Board of Ireland.'] 



JAMES CORRY. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





















' 


























